The Marshall News
Messenger,
|March 4, 2001

THE SEEMINGLY endless seriés of downpours n recent months has left roads bndges and many homes and

bu' nesses under water at Caddo Lake

Thmgs g0 romwet to wm’st

By REBECCA HOPKINS
News Messenger

The roads near Caddo Lake were quiet this week
except for the tappmg of ram drops on the ﬂooded
ground. - -

,dents who have chosen to remain in thelr homes
which have turned into boat houses. -

~ Over the past few weeks, more and more resnlents
have lake. front property, not beause: they have

moved; but because the lake has mﬁltrated thelr,

.yards.

narrow peninsulas of asphalt. Streams 50 feet wide
.cover some areas, makmg the road ‘nearly
impassable. '

Mail carriers have ngen up on many of the areas
for delivery, opting instead to hold mail at the post
office in Karnack. Some children have missed school
because they couldn’t leave their island homes, Kar-

- nack schools reported. School buses can’t make the’

tr1p into some nelghborhoods o '
"Meals on Wheels deliveries have been halted to

some residents because. the lake forbids passage to-

the shut-ins, said executlve dlrector Wllham "Bud

.. dy” Power.
.That sound has become ‘one of dread for the res1-_ :

Emergency workers w1th the Marshall Flre

.Department are thankful they haven’t had any calls -

for ambulance 'service in tmnreachable areas at the

lake, said Fire Chief “Kenneth” Buzz Snyder.
Residents say they have lost track of time as they

remain isolated in homes. The lake they have come

~ to love has become a little too close for comfort.
Drivers use cautmn on roads whlch have become :

It was the wettest of times. It was- the worst of
times.

But at least they know who thelr friends are, as
they often have to turn to each other for help.

Pat Patrick, who lives by the lake, said a squirrel
damaged a transformer near his house sometime
last Week Both he and h1s nexghbor Paul Connally,
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